i,
Y "

_ Wme strlkes a chord W|th musu:lan

?




VWKIEPRESS

JULY 2011 | ISSUE NO. 305
PUBLISHER

Jeb Bladine
News-Register Publishing Co.

EDITOR

Hilary Berg
ASSOCIATE EDITOR
Karl Klooster
PROOFREADER
Jennifer Bladine
CONTRIBUTORS

Denise Baratta
Jessica Cortell
Jennifer Cossey
Janet Eastman
Christine Hyatt
Andrea Johnson
Marcus Larson
Bill Moore

Gail Oberst
Athena Pappas
Mark Stock
Stuart Watson

AD SALES DIRECTOR
Christy Nielsen

AD SALES MANAGER
Holly Goodman
ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES
Rhonda Pope
PUBLICATION DESIGN
Hilary Berg

AD PRODUCTION MANAGER
Chris Miles

AD PRODUCTION ARTISTS

Kristin Pond
John Rutherford
Travis Wilson

PRINTING/DISTRIBUTION

Oregon Lithoprint

Oregon Wine Press is published 12
times a year. Subscription price is $20
per year in the United States. Editorial
contributions will be published at the
discretion of the editor, and we are not
responsible for unsolicited manuscripts
or other materials. When the result of a
wine competition is reported, it is done
as a service to our readers and does not
reflect the editorial opinion of Oregon
Wine Press. Please know that events
listed in our “Calendars” are subject

to change. Events that involve Oregon
wines can receive a free listing in our
calendars. The publisher reserves the
right to edit all advertising copy for
spelling and punctuation accuracy, and
to reject any advertisement. Oregon
Wine Press will exercise due diligence
to prevent mistakes, but will be respon-
sible for typographical and other errors
only to the extent of credit or corrected
insertion of the portion of the advertise-
ment that is incorrect due to our error.

©2011 OREGON WINE PRESS

611 Third Street | P.O. Box 727
McMinnville, OR 97128 USA
503-687-1266 | Fax: 503-472-9151
Advertising Sales: 503-687-1247
info@oregonwinepress.com
Www.oregonwinepress.com

Chatons

18"

OWPDEPARTMENTS

Somm AdVice..............cocooeiiiiii
Empourium........................
VineSpeaK ..o
Value Picks..............cccooooiiiiiiie
Profile.........c.coooooi
Foodstuff..............ccoooooiiiii
Commentary ..............ccccoooveiiiiiiie,
Calendar......................ccoocooieiiiii
Classifieds ...
FinalWord ...

In Vino and Violin Veritas

Wine strikes a chord with musician Aaron Meyer. By Mark Stock. Photos by Andrea Johnson.

The Doc Is Zin

Peter Adesman has the perfect prescription for a night of hand-picked flights.
By Janet Eastman. Photos by Denise Baratta.

20

ABOUT THE COVER

In his home garden in Portland, Aaron
Meyer entertains guests, including his
wife, Renée, and celebrity Thai chef
Sonthaya Kaewpradit (Surin Beach Hotel
in Phuket). The gathering showcased the
visiting chef’s exotic dishes paired with
Oregon wine and beer. Photo by Andrea John-
son; www.andreajohnsonphotography.com
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ithout
music, life
would be a
mistake,” Ni-
etzsche once said.
Whether or not the
great philosopher was enjoying a
Riesling from his native Germany
when he said it is unknown; but,
given the transformative quali-
ties inherent in certain wines, the
chances are pretty good.

Quite simply, wine and music
share an almost sacred bond. The
Romans, who specialized in pleasure,
insisted that the two be in tandem.
Royal European families through-
out the Renaissance could not bear
one without the other and sipped
heady reds to the tune of a harpsi-
chord. Tasters of today continue the
tradition, stuck on the extrasensory
combination of structured sound
and structured flavor.

The best pairing may be clas-
sical music and wine. The two
sides share an age-old affinity for
elegance, finesse and nuance. A
mutual dependence draws them
tighter still. Another large unknown
is the precise number of good wines
or good songs that were directly
inspired by their cultured counter-
part. Again, the chances are good

STORY BY MARK STOCK | PHOTOS BY ANDREA JOHNSON

that the percentage is high.

Portland’s Aaron Meyer can’t seem
to separate the two. The classically
trained violinist has created records
specifically about and encouraged by
fine wine. His 2009 release “Warm-
ing Up” includes tracks written from
WillaKenzie Estate, where Meyer used
undulating estate vineyards as his
muse. The record is written about and
for the wine enthusiast, drenched in
warm, graceful melodies.

While Meyer often dons the black
tie when playing his violin, he is, for
clarity’s sake, a concert rock violin-
ist. Track 11 on “Warming Up” is Led
Zeppelin’s “Bron-Yr-Aur,” a folky in-
strumental that sways like a Burgun-
dy. His favorite artists — in addition
to Brahms and Beethoven — include
the Beatles and the Grateful Dead.
Such eclectic tastes drove Meyer
straight towards Oregon Pinot Noir.

“I think wine and music go hand
in hand,” Meyer said. “The beauty in
the flavors and scents of the wine are
the audio counterpart of good music.”

“Oregon Pinot is so rich and fla-
vorful,” Meyer continued. “Drinking
a great glass of wine can tell a story
just like music can tell a story.”

Meyer plays at many wine festi-
vals and winemaker’s dinners. He’s
partnered with a limousine service

that features both his favorite winer-
ies as well as his own music. His tours
include hand-picked bottles of his
favorite local labels and private con-
certs along the way. His personal cellar
is stocked with Oregon wines — the
natural byproduct of a father Meyer
considers a “psychotic wine collector.”

While Meyer was learning how to
play the violin in Philadelphia as a
child, his father was cellaring first-
growth French wines. A half dozen of
his friends would gather around the
kitchen table and discuss the merits
of early '80s European vintages. “The
conversation was only about the
wine,” Meyer recalled.

Meyer moved into wine later in
life, thanks in part to the nationally
recognized jSalud! wine auction. He
was amazed by the generosity and
close-knit culture of the industry
there, rubbing elbows with the likes
of Ken Wright and Laurent Montalieu.

“Meeting the people who make
the wine, sell it, make it happen is
just as interesting as the wine itself,”
Meyer said. He’s been donating and
sometimes performing at the event
ever since.

Meyer is now hooked and spreads
the love with wine tasters — he
takes them to the places where he
learned to love Oregon wine. He

Aaron Meyer plays violin for guests, including his wife, Renée (left), at his home in Portland on June 18. At the intimate dinner, Meyer hosted Thai
chef Sonthaya Kaewpradit (above) from the five-star Surin Beach Hotel in Phuket, Thailand. Meyer was on an airplane on his way to play a New
Year's Eve party in the northern part of the country when the December 2004 tsunami hit. After the engagement, he and his wife, Renée, kept their
plans to stay in Phuket on the coast, even though it was one of the hardest hit areas. That is when he met Kaewpradit. Meyer approached him and
offered to play a concert to help raise money, and the two have been doing just that ever since, both here in the U.S. and Thailand.
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Live Music
LIQUID ASSETS
Local musicians and wine. Time: 8 or 9 p.m.

96 N. Main Street | Ashland
541-482-9463 | www.liquidassetswinebar.com
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First Wednesday Wine Tasting
URBAN DECANTER
Wine, artists, music. Time: 5 to 8 p.m.

2030 Main Street | Forest Grove
503-359-7678 | www.urbandecanter.com
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Live Music
TERRITORIAL VINEYARDS & WINE CO.
Join us for live music every Thursdays. Time:
5to 11 p.m.

907 W. Third Avenue | Eugene
541-684-9463 | www.territorialvineyards.com

Music and Wine

VAN DUZER VINEYARDS

Featuring jazz guitarist Michael Pardew on
our patio. Plan ahead and we'll arrange a
picnic dinner or you can bring your own.
Children welcome. Time: 4 to 7 p.m. (July
7,July 21, Aug. 4 and Aug. 18.) Fee: $10
(tasting). Free to enter.

11975 Smithfield Road | Dallas
800-884-1927 | www.vanduzer.com

Thursday Night Live

TERRITORIAL VINEYARDS

Live music and wine! Time: 5to 11 p.m.; 7
p.m. (music). No fee.

907 W. Third Avenue | Eugene

541-684-9463 | www.territorialvineyards.com
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Live Music
LAVELLE VINEYARDS CLUB ROOM
Join us at the Fifth Street Public Market for
live music most Thursday and Friday nights.
Wine and good tunes await.
296 E. Fifth Avenue, Suite 25 | Eugene
541-338-9875 | www.lavellevineyards.com

Tliaoracbea—Healoc:Dicegs
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Live Music

THE PINES 1852 TASTING ROOM

Music, great wine. Time: 6 to 9 p.m.

202 State Street | Hood River
541-993-8301 | www.thepinesvineyard.com

Fnicdeays
7
First Friday Music & Art
QUENETT WINERY
Music, art, wine. Time: 5 to 8 p.m. Join us
only on first and second Fridays.

Downtown Hood River | 541-386-2229
www.quenett.com

Locals Night

PASCHAL WINERY

Snacks and live music every third Friday.
Time: 7 to 10 p.m.

1122 Suncrest Road | Talent
541-535-7957 | www.paschalwinery.com

Twilight Tastings

SWEET CHEEKS WINERY

Join us on the patio for live acoustic music,
wine tasting and Oregon-made artisan
cheeses. Time: 6 to 9 p.m. Casual picnics
welcomed. No fee.

27007 Briggs Hill Road | Eugene
541-349-9463 | www.sweetcheekswinery.com

Continued on page 25
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particularly likes the barrel room

at WillaKenzie, for example, which
has unusual acoustics because of its
cement walls. “The natural reverb is
amazing and makes the violin soar.”

Considering that it’s just as likely
Meyer will play an impromptu set
among the vines at Stoller for his
tasters, it is clear where he derives
his musical power. For an artist who
admits to always having a tune play-
ing in his head, Oregon wine country
speaks equally loud.

Like wine, music changes over
time. Meyer is currently collaborat-
ing with members of the Oregon
Symphony on a new album due out
sometime this summer. A deviation
from his traditional solo work, “Two
Sides to This Story” will be wine-like
in its depth of color and texture,
according to Meyer. Furthermore,
individual tracks are pliable and he

has also occupied much of Meyer's life.

enjoys tweaking them differently
each time he plays them. One could
remark similarly about a single wine
tasted during different occasions.

The world of music has paired
Meyer with some interesting people.
He’s opened his violin case for Ever-
clear, Pink Martini, Tim Ellis, even the
Dalai Lama when he graced Portland
in 2001. But a Smokey Robinson
show continues to steal his memory.
Meyer backed up the King of Motown
a few years back and was struck by
his youthful zest. “He was well into
his 60s and he performed as if he
was performing for the first time in
his life,” Meyer recalled.

Travel has also occupied much of
Meyer’s life. He lived in Cambodia
and Thailand for six months in the
mid-"90s and continues to hear Asia’s
siren song. Yet, with his favorite
wine region, Willamette Valley, Meyer

He lived in Cambodia and Thailand for six months in the mid-"90s and
continues to hear Asia’s siren song. Yet, with his favorite wine region,
Willamette Valley, Meyer struggles to imagine life anywhere else.

plays an intimate conaért;ai;ll_Ex HILL
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uction. ABOVE: Meyer
19. At the wine dinner,
radit from the five-star

struggles to imagine life anywhere
else. “We [Portlanders] are proud of
where we come from,” Meyer said.
Examined from afar, Meyer is
one of many musicians who credit
wine, at least in part, for some of
their abilities. A closer examination
shows an artist feeding off of his
domain, literally and figuratively.
And when that domain happens to
include some of the most talked-
about wine on planet Earth, art

compounds to create a separate
identity within itself.

The same phenomenon exists
in Oregon vineyards, when you
sample a wine grown within hearing
distance of the tasting room. There,
chances are good you’ll hear that
incessant riff that plays in Aaron
Meyer’s head. What you do with it is
entirely up to you. @

Mark Stock, a Gonzaga grad, is a Portland-based freelance
writer and photographer with a knack for all things Oregon.




